
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             
               

 

 

  A long time coming.  

Portage Township News      
                                          Ottawa County, Ohio              

“A great place to live and raise a family!” 
 

Volume 15, Issue 11 Winter 2016 

Township Hall 
Office/Garage 

2501 E. State Road 
419-732-3543 

 

 

Elected Officials 
Fiscal Officer: 
Judy Johannsen 
419-732-3543 

 
 

Trustees: 
Sam Conte 

419-732-2302 
(Chairman) 

 

Keith Heileman 
419-656-2767 

 

Molly Sass 
419-734-3081 

 

Township Meetings 
Regularly scheduled 

township meetings are 
held on the 1st and 3rd 

Mondays of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Township Office. 

 

Zoning Inspector: 
Mary Gardner 

 

Zoning Office 
Hours: 

Mon.:  5:30pm – 7:00pm 
Sat.:  8:30am – 10:00am  

419-734-7296 
 

 www.portagetownship.net 

Need A Book to Read? 

Portage Township has a new “Lending Library”  

for residents of ALL ages! The library is located  

on the west side of the Township Office. It is  

always open for the convenience of everyone’s  

schedule! Come take a book and return it at a  

later date. Feel free to add books you may have to share! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      The elected officials and employees of  

            Portage Township wish you a  

Safe and Happy New Year! 
                            

 

 

 

Portage Township Trustee Meetings 
2017 

The 2017 Portage Township Trustees’ 
meetings will be held on the first and third 
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. with 

the following exceptions February 27 
instead of February 20, March will only 
have one meeting on March 13, and the 

first meeting in September will be Tuesday 
September 5. 

     The meetings are open to the public and 
everyone is welcome to attend. Time is 
permitted at the beginning of each meeting 
for public comment.  The sole purpose of 
the meetings is to manage the operation of 
the township in a public forum. 

Come to a meeting, find out what is 
happening in Portage Township and get to 
know the elected officials and employees. 

 
 

FALL CLEAN-UP 

 
Fall Clean-up was held  
October 7 – 10, 2016. 

Dumpsters were available 
providing an opportunity for 
residents to dispose of 
accumulated household items. 
Township employees were on 
hand each day assisting 
residents. 
The scrap metal taken in at 
Fall Clean-Up was very large! 
We took in nearly 8.5 tons! 
  

 



 

 

                                                                             CHRISTMAS TREE COLLECTION    
LIVE Christmas trees will be collected at the 
curb until January 20th. Remember to 
remove all decorations and tinsel from the 
trees. After that date, trees will be picked up 
at the next Brush Pick-Up 
 

Wreaths Across America in Ottawa County  

                       
               
 
 

A Veteran’s Wreath will be placed at 
                     all three cemeteries in Portage  

       Township to honor our veterans.                 
 

      The mission of ‘Wreaths Across America’ is 

Remember, Honor, Teach. It is carried out in 

part by coordinating wreath laying ceremonies in 
December at cemeteries in all 50 states and beyond.  
 The Ottawa County Veterans Service Office has 
passed the county wide project to a committee, to 
make ‘Wreaths Across America’, in Ottawa County a 
four-year project. The goal is to reach each Ottawa 
County cemetery over the next four years.  
    The wreaths to the veteran graves in all 
Marblehead and Elmore cemeteries are being 
honored this year. On December 17th   at 11:00 a.m. 
there will be two ceremonies in our area. One will be 
at Sackett Cemetery in Marblehead and one at Harris 
Elmore Union Cemetery in Elmore.   
     Every Cemetery in the County will have Memorial 
Wreaths placed at their veteran’s circles.  
     Next year ceremonies will be in Catawba and Port 
Clinton.  
     There are approximately 5,360 veterans interred 
in Ottawa County cemeteries. 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Township Community Room 
The township Community Room has been widely used over the last months. The new recycled floor and 
recent painting has allowed for an even more beautiful venue for our residents to celebrate.  If you are 
interested in using the Community Room, please call Trustee Molly Sass at 419-734-3081. Please leave a 
message with your name and phone number. The Community Room is only offered to Portage Township 
residents. A $100.00 cleaning deposit is required to use the Community Room. Deposit will be returned based 
on cleaning the room after the event. 
 
 

Port Clinton Fire Fighters                                              
send out a BIG THANK YOU to Portage Township 

for support at the November 12th  
Feather Party fundraiser! 

The evening was a great success to a  
sellout crowd! 

 

Apple Butter                                                                    
The smell of apple butter was in the air  
at the annual Apple Butter Fly-In this Fall. 
 It is a secret family recipe of airport  
manager, Stan Gebhart, passed down  
from generation to generation. The paddle being  
used to stir the apple butter has been in his family for over 
150 years! The paddle was brought over from Germany by 
his great great grandmother. 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Fun Facts of Christmas 
 The Germans made the first artificial Christmas trees out of dyed goose feathers. 

 All the gifts in the Twelve Days of Christmas would equal 364 gifts. 

 Christmas trees have been sold in the U.S. since 1850. 

 In Poland, spiders or spider webs are common Christmas trees decorations because  

 according to legend, a spider wove a blanket for Baby Jesus. In fact, Polish people consider 
 spiders to be symbols of goodness and prosperity at Christmas. 

 Christmas wasn’t declared an official holiday in the United States until June 26, 1870. 

 The Christmas Poinsettia is known as such because it can be found naturally blooming/growing only for a short 
period of time around Christmas in Mexico. The “Christmas Poinsettia “was born; production and distribution has 
consistently grown since it was first discovered in the 1800’s. 

 In 1962, the first Christmas postage stamp was issued in the United States. 

 Christmas trees were first decorated with foods such as apples, nuts and dates. 

 Many years ago, in England a traditional Christmas dinner included a pig head served with mustard 

 The tallest Christmas tree ever displayed was in Seattle Washington in 1950.  The Christmas tree was  
221 feet tall! 

 There are 3 towns in the Us that are named Santa Claus. One in Georgia, one in Arizona and one in Indiana. 

 Rudolph first appeared in a 1939 booklet written by Robert L. May and published by Montgomery Ward. A series 
of postage stamps featuring Rudolph was issued by the United States Postal Service on November 6, 2014. 
 
 
 

 

 

SALVATION ARMY RED KETTLES! 
      Ottawa County Salvation Army director, Maureen Saponari, and MANY wonderful volunteers are busy 
with holiday assistance activities. The Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign is in full swing around the  
county!  
     Red kettles are a Christmas force and the history is quite interesting. 
In December of 1891, Captain Joseph McFee of The Salvation Army 
in San Francisco, Calif., was stumped. He wanted to provide a Christmas  
dinner for 1,000 poor people, but had no way to pay for it. 
     He thought back to when he was as a sailor, he remembered seeing a large pot into which charitable 
donations could be thrown. McFee secured permission to place a brass urn at the Oakland ferry landing. 
Beside the pot, he placed a sign that read, “Keep the Pot Boiling.” Soon, he had all the money he needed to 
fund the Christmas dinner.  
     Two years later, McFee’s fundraising idea had expanded to 30 kettle locations on the West Coast. He’d 
grown the program with help from two young Salvation Army officers named William A. McIntyre and N.J. 
Lewis. 
     Soon after Christmas 1895, McIntyre and Lewis were transferred to the East Coast. They took with them 
the idea of a Christmas kettle. Red kettles spread to the Big Apple, where the New York World newspaper 
hailed them as “the newest and most novel device for collecting money.”  
     In 1901, kettle donations in New York City funded a massive sit-down Christmas dinner at Madison Square 
Garden. The meal became a tradition for many years. Annually, The Salvation Army in the United States aids 
more than 6,000,000 people at Thanksgiving and Christmas.  
 

RECYCLE IN THE HOLIDAY SEASON 
The holiday season is a time of parties and celebrations that can generate a lot of waste. But, did you know there is a 

naughty and nice list to know before you toss them into the Aim to be Green recycle container? Remember not 

everything this holiday season is recyclable. NAUGHTY LIST: ribbons and bows, tissue paper, foil wrapping paper, 

plastic bags, packaging materials such as plastic air bags, bubble wrap, Styrofoam blocks or packaging peanuts, plastic 

toys, aluminum pie or roasting pans  NICE LIST: wrapping paper (not foil), gift boxes, gift bags (not foil),cardboard 

wrapping rolls, cardboard boxes, greeting cards and envelopes, newspapers and sales ads, junk mail, clean pizza boxes, 

paperboard (like cereal boxes), plastic bottles and jugs, aluminum and steel food cans, glass bottles and jars. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_L._May
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montgomery_Ward
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Postal_Service


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portage Township 
Winter Highlights 

December 2016   
6 Brush Pick-Up 
19 Trustee Meeting – 7:00pm 
25 Christmas Day 
January 2017 
1 Happy New Year 
2        Trustee Meeting – 7:00pm     
3 Brush Pick-Up 
16 Trustee Meeting – 7:00pm 
16 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
20 Christmas Tree Pick-up 
February 2017 
6 Trustee Meeting – 7:00pm 
7 Brush Pick-Up 
14 Valentine’s Day 
20 President’s Day 
27 Trustee Meeting – 7:00pm              
March 2017 
7 Brush Pick-Up 
12 Daylight Savings Starts 
13 Trustee Meeting – 7:00pm 
17 St. Patrick’s Day 
18 – 23 Cemetery Clean Up 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

TOWNSHIP ROADS 
     Roads that were scheduled to be paved this past summer will be completed Spring 2017. Gerkin Paving will 
be completing the job. 
  
In the township, we have private roads, state highways, county roads and township roads. The township is 
responsible for the maintenance and weather related factors only on township roads. Township roads include: 
Hagel Place, T1110-1113 Gypsum Alleys, Mackey Lane, Second Street (Gypsum), N & S. Railroad St, Forest,  
S. Stover, Sanbay Drive, West Bay, S. Madison St, Hickory Grove Rd, Wilcox Rd, Emerald Ave, Heiser Rd, 
Schiewe Rd, Ottawa Drive, S. Fulton St, Sand Rd, Luchsinger Rd, Lightner Rd (west side), Anderson Rd, Fishack 
Rd, Gill Rd, Christy Chapel Rd, and Douglas, Dubbert Rd, Bayview Drive, Ewersen Rd, Kirk Rd, Garnet Ave 
 

WINTER WEATHER REMINDERS!  
 

 Please assist the fire department in keeping the fire 
hydrant on or near your property clear of snow. Do not 
push snow up to the fire hydrant when cleaning snow 
away from your driveway. 

 Please make sure your mailbox is securely in place for 
the upcoming winter snow. It is the resident’s 
responsibility to make sure the mailbox is secure at all 
times. It is much easier to fix before it’s too late…and 
the frigid weather is upon us! The township road crew 
do their best to not throw snow onto the mailboxes. 

http://lefunny.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Funny-winter-cartoon.jpg

