
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             
               

 

 

  A long time coming.  

  Portage Township News      
                                          Ottawa County, Ohio              

“A great place to live and raise a family!” 
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Township Hall 
Office/Garage 

2501 E. State Road 
419-732-3543 

 

 

Elected Officials 
Fiscal Officer: 
Judy Johannsen 
419-732-3543 

 
 

Trustees: 
Sam Conte 

419-732-2302 
(Chairman) 

 

Keith Heileman 
419-656-2767 

 

Molly Sass 
419-734-3081 

 

Township Meetings 
Regularly scheduled 

township meetings are 
held on the 1st and 3rd 

Mondays of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Township Office. 

 

Zoning Inspector: 
Mary Gardner 

 

Zoning Office 
Hours: 

Mon.:  5:30pm – 7:00pm 
Sat.:  8:30am – 10:00am  

419-734-7296 
 

 www.portagetownship.net 

Community Room Open House 
Sunday, September 18th, Portage Township will be hosting an Open House 

spotlighting the newly renovated Community Room flooring. 
The Open House will cooincide with the celebration  

of Gypsum Days, at the airport. 
Open house will be from  1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. 

 

Sharing the Community Room story once more,  please remember its history 
goes back to a maintenance garage in the 1960’s. 
 

The Portage Township Community Room continues to aesthetically improve, 
allowing a wonderful venue for private gatherings for township residents. The 
township was recently awarded grant money through the Competitive 
Funding Grant Program by Ottawa-Sandusky-  Seneca Solid Waste District. 
New flooring was installed in the Community Room, composed of 100 percent 
recycled materials.  
 

In 2013, the garage doors were removed and replaced with windows. Adding 
a new heating/cooling system. made the room more suitable for township 
resident gatherings. In 2014, grant money was awarded to the township by 
the OSS Solid Waste Management District, and a suspended ceiling was 
installed using recycled materials.   

Mark your calendar and stop by the Open House! 

 
 

                Dedication of the First Responder’s Memorial 
Port Clinton Fire Department Complex 

                     The memorial is in memory of all First Responders worldwide.    
                         The memorial features the original Port Clinton Fire Bell cast in                     

1877 in its original cupola, a fallen fire fighter tribute statue,  
and a memorial garden. The memorial ceremony took place on  

September 11th with over 100 people in attendance. 

  

School is in session! 

  Drive with caution!    School buses are on the move!! 
 



 

 

 

                                                                             

USG Open House 
On August 4th, the USG Gypsum Plant hosted an Open House for the local area. Opening the plant for tours 
allowed people to be educated on how much USG operates at ‘state of the art level’ with many products 
unique to the Gypsum Plant. Plant Manager, Bill St. Leger pictured with Portage  
Township Trustee Molly Sass, shared how fortunate he is to have a group of dedicated,  
hardworking and safety conscious employees. The Gypsum Plant has been a leader in  
safety, quality, and overall performance for many years. This "safety first" culture is  
what keeps the plant more productive. 
 
Remarkably, the Gypsum Plant has been in production for over 110 years! 
USG products are used in a wide range of applications including residential home and commercial 
construction. Many successes of the plant are due to employees taking on challenges and developing new 
innovative products. USG is one of the most diversified plants with their special product lines. These unique 
products include Fiberock, Levelrock, Ready Mix Small Packaged, Floor Protector Paper, and others which 
other plants have not been willing to do. 
 
Having the USG Gypsum Plant in the township is certainly a benefit.  Community minded and offering 
employment opportunities, Portage Township is fortunate to have them as neighbors. 
 

Fall Clean Up Dates 
The Portage Township Fall Clean-Up will take place 
Friday, October 7th through Monday, October 10th. 

Friday and Monday: 7:00am to 7:00pm  
Saturday and Sunday: 9:00am to 5:00pm 

 At Township maintenance complex. Dumpsters will 
be available and township employees will be on 

hand each day to assist residents. 
The clean-up is intended to provide an opportunity 
for residents to dispose of accumulated household 
items.   It is not intended to be an opportunity for 

individuals to cut remodeling and home renovation 
costs by disposing of excessive amounts of building 

materials, nor is it intended as a means for 
commercial ventures to cut costs. 

Residents are reminded that daily household 
garbage, tires, asbestos, liquid waste, batteries, or 

yard waste will not be accepted. 
 

 

 Fall Cemetery Clean-Up 
The cemetery clean-up is scheduled for  
October 1st through October 7th.  This includes  
all three cemeteries: Christy Chapel, Shook and 
Dwelle. Residents are reminded that any flowers or 
decorations that remain on the graves after October 
7th will be collected and disposed. 

 

Fire Prevention Week 2016 
October 9th through October 15th 

Fire Prevention Day is always celebrated on October 9th. 
 

Fire Prevention Week was established to commemorate the 
Great Chicago Fire, the tragic 1871 fire that killed more than 
250 people, left 100,000 homeless, destroyed more than 
17,400 structures and burned more than 2,000 acres. The fire 
began on October 8, but continued into and did most of its 
damage on October 9, 1871. 
 
According to popular legend, the fire broke out after a cow - 
belonging to Mrs. Catherine O'Leary - kicked over a lamp, 
setting first the barn, then the whole city on fire. People have 
been blaming the Great Chicago Fire on the cow and Mrs. 
O'Leary, for more than 130 years. But recent research by 
Chicago historian Robert Cromie has helped to deflate this 

version of events. Historical accounts of the 
fire say that the blaze began when several railroad workers 
clearing land for tracks unintentionally started a brush fire. 
Before long, the fast-moving flames were whipping through the 
area 'like a tornado,' some survivors said. It was the small town 
of Peshtigo, Wisconsin that suffered the worst damage. Within 
an hour, the entire town had been destroyed.  
 

The President of the United States has signed a proclamation 
proclaiming a national observance during that week every year 
since 1925.Every year Fire Prevention Week takes on a theme: 

2016 Don’t Wait – Check the Date! 
 Replace Smoke Alarms Every 10 Years 

 
  

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nb\ 
o

 

November 6, 2016 

Daylight Saving Time ENDS 

When local daylight time is about to reach 
Sunday, November 6, 2016, 2:00 AM 

clocks are turned backward 1 hour to  
Sunday, November 6, 2016, 1:00 AM 

local standard time instead 
Sunrise and sunset will be about 1 hour earlier on Nov 6, 2016 than 

the day before, There will be more light in the morning. 
Also called Fall Back and Winter Time. 

 

 

 
November 8 – Election Day 

2016 

Be an informed voter. 
Exercise you right to vote! 

 

 

 

VETERAN’S DAY NOVEMBER 11, 2016 

Veteran’s Day Township Spotlight 

Mike Crosser   
A kid straight out of Port Clinton High School in 1978 wants to make a 
difference…joins the Ohio Air National Guard 200th RED HORSE. After 
37 years, 11 months, 12 days later he looks back to a military life full 
of adventure, challenges and a love for his country. RED HORSE 
stands for Rapid Engineer Deployable Heavy Operational Repair 
Squadron Engineers.  
 

Mike has been deployed to 14 foreign countries providing heavy 
repair and construction support along with many disaster relief 
missions. At Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan (2002) was one of his most 
memorable experiences. Constructing the runway and repairing the 
Air Base, Mike was able to employ years of training and skills learned 
to execute his assigned mission. Over his career, Mike has had 3 
Tours of Duty for Global War on Terror and 5 State Activations.  
 

200th RED HORSE has provided over the years many area 
contributions to community civic projects. Some include training 
equipment operators at Magee Marsh where they repaired miles of 
dike, area snow blizzard relief, Ottawa County fairground grading 
parking lots, Toledo Water Crisis providing water and most recently 
site prep and assembly of the new play equipment at Lakeview Park 
(2016). 
 

Mike’s dedication to his country has earned him many Major Military 
Awards. Those being: *Bronze Star, *Meritorious Service Medal, 

*Air Force Commendation Medal with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters, 
* Army Commendation Medal, 

*Air Force Achievements Medal with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters. 
 

On Veterans Day 2016, we salute Portage Township Veteran,  
Mike Crosser and ALL Veterans!  

We also thank Mike’s family for the sacrifices they have made. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Township Road Quiz 
Mark which roads in the township 

are state highways(SH), county 

roads (CR), township roads (TR) or 

private roads (PR) 

___ STATE RD 
___ LIZ LANE 
___ FOREST 
___ ANDERSON RD 
___ PLASTERBED  
___ E HARBOR RD 
___ FAYTHE  
___ LAKE ST 
___ RT 2 
___ WILCOX  
___ FISHACK  
___ FLETCHER 
___ GARNET  
___ LOCKWOOD  
___ ROUTE 2 
___ LUCHSINGER  
___ N MIAMI PLACE 
___ SCHIEWE  
___ NE CATAWA RT 53 
___ CHRISTY CHAPEL 

Bonus Questions: 
1. What township road is 
accessible from Alice Street in Port 
Clinton?   ______________ 
 

2. What road forms the boundary 
of 2 Townships? ____________ 
 

3. There is a road that is City, 
County and Township? _________ 
 
 

http://www.timeanddate.com/sun/usa/new-york?month=11&year=2016
http://www.timeanddate.com/time/dst/spring-forward-fall-back.html
http://www.timeanddate.com/time/standard-time.html


This offer is for all residential account  
• 4 – 60 watt equivalent CFLs 
• 3 – 100 watt equivalent CFLs  
• 2 – 75 watt equivalent CFLs 
• 2 LED ni vendor, Power Direct  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Portage Township Trustees 
2501 East State Road 
Port Clinton, Ohio 43452 

Portage Township 
Fall Meetings 

 

September 2016 
6        Trustee Meeting – 7:00pm     
6 Brush Pick-Up 
19 Trustee Meeting – 7:00pm 
 
October 2016 
1 – 7 Cemetery Clean-up 
3 Trustee Meeting – 7:00pm 
4 Brush Pick-Up 
7 – 10 Fall Clean – up 
10      Columbus Day 
17 Trustee Meeting – 7:00pm              
 
November 2016 
1 Brush Pick-Up 
2 Trustee Meeting – 7:00pm 

8        Election Day 
11      Veterans Day 
21 Trustee Meeting – 7:00pm 
24      Thanksgiving Day 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Ottawa-Sandusky-Seneca  
Joint Solid Waste Management District 

Collection Location: Ottawa County Fairgrounds  
Saturdays from 9:00 till 12:00 

www.recycleoss.org 
Household Hazardous Waste    Saturday, September 10th 
Appliance Collection Saturday, September 17th 
Televisions and Small Electronics Saturday, September 24th 
Residential Tires   Saturday, October 22nd 
Car tires:/small trucks: $.50          Racing tires: $2.00 

 

 
 

Feather Party 
The Port Clinton Firefighters Association is in the 

process of planning its annual Feather Party which 
will occur on or around the first weekend of 

November.  Many fun raffle and door prizes are 
being collected for the event.  Since Portage 

Township fire protection is provided through a 
contract with the City of Port Clinton, we strongly 
encourage township residents to keep an eye out 

for the event and support the association’s 
fundraising activities. 

 
 

LEAF COLLECTION                                         
After raking, do not put leaves 

 in the township ditches 

The Township workers will soon be picking up leaves. 
Collection will begin on October 24th and continue until 

November 30th.  Any leaves at the curb by November 30th 
will be picked up.  Please be sure to keep the leaves close 
to the edge of the road.  And please keep the leaves clear 
of brush and sticks.  The larger materials have a tendency 

to clog up the equipment. 
 

 

This year, the autumnal equinox falls on  
September 22, 2016 at 10:21 A.M. 

 

The Fall season brings on the pumpkin crop! 
Pumpkins were once believed to remove freckles and cure snake 

bites. They are also grown all over the world: six of seven continents  
 Love pumpkin pie? The largest ever was over five feet in diameter 

and weighed over 350 pounds. It took over six hours to bake. 

The largest pumpkin grown as of last year weighed 2,323 lbs. 

 

Answers: CR,PR,PR,TR,CR,SH,PR,CR,SH,TR,TR,PR,TR,CR,SH,TR, 

PR,TR,SH,TR         1. OTTAWA, LIGHTENER 3. FULTON 

http://todaysparent.com/pumpkinpie

